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You imagine that these things will be a great punishment for me. But
I do not think of them as such. Rather, a person who tries to put another
to death unjustly only harms himself. Do not therefore feel that I am
arguing in my defence. I stand here to tell you what is in your own
interest. I want to save you from the wrong of violating the divine com-
mand. If you put me to death, you will not easily find another man to
fill my place. It is, of course, not for me to say this, but I cannot help
pointing it out. As a strong horse needs reins, you need reins.1 Since you
are also strong, I think it is the will of God that I should serve as your
reins, and if you take my advice, you will spare me. But it is likely
that you will thoughtlessly order my death, being vexed with me as
one sleeping is vexed with another who wakes him from -his sleep and
rushes at him ready to strike. And then you will drop off to sleep again,
unless you have another man to fill my place. I strive for your good,
having been sent by God for that purpose. You can see that I have
neglected my own affairs, busying myself unceasingly for your good,
counselling each one of you like a father or an elder brother and striving
to lead you along the right path. You would have had some reason
to doubt me if I had asked to be paid for what I was doing or made
money thereby. But my accusers have not charged me with demanding
money. And I have, in my poverty, the most convincing evidence that
I have not accepted or demanded any payment of money.
"Perhaps you will ask me, why, if I go on exhorting people to virtue,
moving from house to house, I do not take part in the political affairs
of the city and strive for its welfare. I have often given my reason for
that. I'think I hear a divine voice whispering into my ear, telling me
not to take part in politics. And I think it well that this has been so.
If I had attempted to take part in politics, I should have perished long
ago, without doing either you or myself any good. Do not be angry
with me for speaking the truth. No man would be free from danger
to his life, if he opposed the misrule prevailing in the city and tried to
prevent injustice. He who would approach every question from the stand-
point of justice had better stay out of the bother and bustle of politics.
"Let me give examples to prove this. You will see then that even
the fear of death cannot force me to do what I consider to be wrong.
But you will also see from them that, if I had busied myself in political
affairs, I would have perished long ago. You may perhaps find that
what I am about to tell you interests you but little. Nevertheless, it is
true. I was at one time a mepaber of our Assembly.2 It happened once that
1 An English translation uses a different simile. Athens is compared to a sluggish
horse "which needs to be aroused by a gad-fly" and, Socrates says, "I think I am the
gad-fly that God has sent to the city to arouse it."
.    2 Socrates was a member of the Commission of Thirty.